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Important Info to Review before You Get Started!

m You will need to establish a Gmail account and iNaturalist account for your
school BEFORE you begin entering your BioBlitz observations.

m Do NOT use your personal gmail or iNaturalist account because you will
have to share the username, email & password with your BioBlitz
participants.

m Also, this will help you track the BioBlitz observations at your school from
year to year no matter which teachers or classes are participating.



Step 1: Review the free BioBlitz planning materials on

the Alabama Wildlife Federation’s website.
(https://www.alabamawildlife.org/outdoor-classroom-bioblitz/)

BioBlitz Flier - Explains what a BioBlitz is and how to hold one at your school.
BioBlitz Supplies List - Possible supplies you may need for a successful BioBlitz.
BioBlitz Tips & Suggestions — To help with the organization of your BioBlitz.

Taxonomy Presentation for Students - To teach about classification &
taxonomy.

Taxonomy Tips & Terminology Handout for Students - Provides tips for
students as they fill out their observation data sheets.

Example BioBlitz Observation Data Sheets - Students can record their
observations on these data sheets and then enter this data on iINaturalist.

Example BioBlitz Participation Certificates — To give out to students after the
event.

Example Insect Trap - Steps to construct a bug pitfall trap to help you collect
specimens for the BioBlitz.



Step 2: Contact your local Outdoor Classroom
Consultant for technical assistance in setting up the
BioBlitz for your students.

Your trained Outdoor Classroom (OC) Consultant can provide...

 free organizational assistance
before the event,
AND

 free technical assistance
during your event.

If you do not know your local OC Consultant, contact April Waltz at aprilwaltz@alabamawildlife.org.



Step 3: Set a date for your school’s BioBlitz event.

Set the date for your BioBlitz at least 4 weeks in advance to give
you and your teachers time to prepare for the event so that the
planning is fun and not stressful.

Try to hold your BioBlitz by early May to give your students
and volunteers enough time to enter their observations before
school lets out for the summer.




Step 4: Set up a Gmail account for your school.

Go to https://accounts.google.com/SignUp
to create a new gmail account for your school

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, including an email address and password that
O T T et your BioBlitz participants can use to upload

Create a password

o their observations to iNaturalist.

uuuuuuu

If you already have a gmail account, you can create a new one for your school.
Sign out of your personal gmail account, and then click on “Use another
account.” Then click on “More Options” & “Create account”.

Make sure you record the new gmail email address and password somewhere safe
so that you can share it with your BioBlitz participants and access it when needed.



Step 5: Set up an INaturalist account for your school.

;Naluraligt Observations « Species ~ Projects » Places  Cudges  People Log in or Sign up

Go to https://www.inaturalist.org/
and click on the Sign Up button.

Fill out the Sign Up form:

. U Se yo u r SCh OO I y S n ame aS th e iNaturalist.org Observations v Species~  Projects~  Places  Guides  People Log
U iy \ :::'rfwusi:l:“turalist.org!

Only letters and numbers, no spaces, must s

e Use your school’s new gmail
email address and password. <

* Use “GMT-06:00 Central Time T et
(US & Canada)” as your default i R —

E1 Sign in with Facebook AGHI10: 00 Hawall

tl I I Ie Z O n e [ Yes, license my photos, sounds & observatio cientists can use my data!
- ¥ Sign in with Twitter Check this box if you want to apply a Creative Corr Attribution-NenCommercial
license to r photos. You can choose a different move the
: (14 T 77 i Hiss e biesk Riesnise forshi
o Click the blue “Sign up” button Pr—— ok i e e o o S At
' €3

2§ Ssign in with Google




Step 6: Share your INaturalist account with participants.

Once your school’s iNaturalist account is set up, share the school’s iNaturalist
username, email & password with your school’s BioBlitz participants so that
they can Sign In under the school’s iNaturalist account to enter their observations.

\

# Signin - iNaturalistorg X

//www.inaturalist.org/login
Observations Species v Projects»  Places  Guides  People
Username or email Or you can...
El Sign in with Facebook

¥ Sign in with Twitter

s+ Sign in with Flickr

e
] 3 : :
m or Start a new account » £ ! Sign in with Google

Forgot your password? ©@! Sign in with Yahoo

Sign in with
& SoundCloud

If you already have an iNat account...

You and your BioBlitz team can also Sign In through Google...just remind
everyone to use your school’s gmail account and NOT their personal accounts
when they sign in to enter observations in the Outdoor Clasroom BioBlitz.

Step 5 completed



Step 7: Create your school’s BioBlitz Project.

® Once you have signed in to your school’s iNaturalist account, click on the
blue Projects link.
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£ Outdoor Classroom Biok X ;& Your Home . iNaturalist.
« C & Secure | hitps//www.inaturalistorg/home# W @
’ . : ) ) ®
|Natura||s'l Observations v Species v  Projects Places  Guides  People =9 @0 - aloutdoorclassroom
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== Add Observations
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2 Profil i Observations B8 Calenda ® IDs

All Updates | Your Content Following | Real Time Discussions

You've got updates!

Subscriptions @

& Subscribe to a Taxon @ Subscribe to 3 Place
community. You will also receive updates when someone adds your observation to a project, or annotates it with

additional fields. More
» People: Mew observations or journal posts from the people you follow.

Stay current with updates on the following...

* Your Content: Activity on your observations such as comments, identifications, or faves from the iNaturalist

» Organisms, Projects & Places: New observations from specific organisms or places you're subscribed to. You can also

jein prajects so you will be upd jou

Getting Started Guide

« Discussions you've engaged in: Commenting or adding identifications to somecne else’s content automatically

subscribes you to any new activity on this content. Use the "Manage your subscriptions’ teol to stop receiving

updates, Let us walk you through the main features of this site,

Get started

® On the next webpage, it will list “Your Projects”. Under the “Projects you
admin” section, click on the blue “Start a project” button.



. : Step 8 continued...
® On the “New Project” webpage, New Project

give your BioBlitz project a title\ Title
inCOprrating your school’s name. School's Mame Bioblitz

Project type
® Under “Project type,” click on
“bioblitz” in the drop down list. ™~ "
® Choose “invite-only” under the R sl R S

“Preferred membership model”. =™ -

L open '® invite-only

. . ’ . Description
® Under the “Description,” write B Deriethe pupos of i et
Sentence that EXPIalr-]S the purpose Of D_ur SFhDDL is conducting this bioblitz in conjunction with the AQC
your school’s BioBlitz. BioBlitz Challenge. =y

® If you want your BioBlitz
participants to be able to enter preferred submission mode!
observations, then you need click on
“anyone” under the “Preferred
submission model.”

® anyone project curators



Under the “Location” section, use the +/- on the map to find your
school’s location by zooming in until you locate it. If you live in a

large city, it may come up if you type it into the “iNat.or

g place” box.
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This completes the sections of the form that must be filled out
to create a new BioBlitz project. Once these sections are completed,
scroll to the bottom of the form and click on the “Create” button.

Step 8 completed




Step 8: Post your BioBlitz Observations on iNaturalist.

® Go to “Getting Started” at https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/getting+started
(or scroll to the bottom of any iNaturalist webpage, click “About” and then click on the

“Getting Started” link) to learn how to post observations using different electronic
devices including an iPhone, an Android, or a laptop.

® Review these steps with your BioBlitz participants before you begin posting
your observations in your school’s iNaturalist account.

e Outdoor Classroom Biok x ,  fF Getting Started - iNatura'. x (|G Create your Googla Acc. X Sign Up! - iNaturalistorg x = (51 = ﬂ
&« C | @ hitpsy//mwww.inaturalist org/pages/getting + starled # @ :
* How to Make an Observation with your iPhone
0 Tap observe % 0
Explore Me ore
Frog|
Add one or more Cadd
° o Details Md-
photos as evidence
Maturalist
9 Enter what vou saw or g
leave this blank
What did you seel
0 When vou saw it Unkngwn 9
should be added Help Me 10 This Species e >27ch for your organism or leave it
antomatically blaniand ask the community o help.
Naotes...
9 [Edit Location
Where vou saw it
should be added Q
automatically, if not &
check Privacy in the
Geo Pri
Settings app gkl
Captive / Cultivated




BioBlitz Challenge
Photo and Observation Requirements

All observations submitted to the BioBlitz Project will require a
photo.

Students should take photo(s) of the specimen, when possible, to
allow students to look closer at the specimen as they use field
guides and websites to identify the species.

If you cannot take/submit an original photo of your
specimen/observation, do NOT use an unknown source as the
photo may be copyrighted. If you must, use public domain
photos. Examples can be found on the following websites:

USDA Plant ID - https://plants.usda.gov/

US Fish & Wildlife Service National Digital Library —
https://digitalmedia.fws.gov/cdm/landingpage/collection/natdiglib



Step 9: Add your Observations to your school’s project.

® Goto the “Observations” link
at the top of the page and then

Observations v Species~  Projects~  Places  Guides  People

4:[:-5

Search obs..

click on the “By you” link in the m’“"““ i i%

dropdown list. This will list all Q m e scamore Vo3, Matn  ombercr 205

Of your SChOOI ,S Observations 1 Observations Species « l;rojectsv Places Gui:jes wPenple

with the most recent observations —

- - - our O servations

listed first at the top of the list. @  re 00 ik ------------
® Click on the “Batch edit” button. | .
® Click/check the small boxes to o

the Ieft Of the phOtOS and Observations ¥ Species v Projects v Places  Guides People

specimens that you want to @ Your observations

. Home ‘ Observations Calendar Favorites Lists Journal L IDs Projects Profile

add to this year’s project(s).

Date observed Place

Add Observations Stop Editing Edit selected = Select All | Today | None  Flickr Tagger Add to projec
Photos / Species / Taxon Name Date added
Sound

November 2, Madison November 02, 2IDs
2017 11:29 AM County, US- 2017 11:54 AM (Resed m
coT AL, US coT Edit
(Google,
OsM)
September Front flow October 27, Need
27, 2017 bed in Aub 2017 11:26 A, Edit
07:00 AM CDT  (Google, coT

t iklete Sele

Alabama
Alabama
AL Outdo
Crestline
John P P

Legacy E




Outdoor Classroom  We hope this step-by-step

il Instructional guide is helpful.
SloBli

Be sure to use the free planning
* w=s= \\e |look forward to working with
Challenge you on your BioBlitz!! ©

materials on AWF’s website!

If you have any questions, contact:
April Waltz
aprilwaltz@alabamawildlife.org
256-975-1853
or
Tyler Burgener
tburgener@alabamawildlife.org

334-318-8904



mailto:aprilwaltz@alabamawildlife.org
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