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A Message from the
State Superintendent of Education

Alabama can proudly boast of numerous innovative educational programs
currently undermway in school systems around the state. This variety is
beneficial because specific pathways to learning that are appropriate in one
situation might not be most appropriate for another situation. The profes-
sional judgement of local administrators and teachers is our strongest asset in
making such determinations. With this in mind, I want to invite your
attention to a very timely new program, DISCOVERING OUR HERITAGE,
developed by Alabama educators for Alabama schools and communities.

Throughout the nation today, there is a growing recognition of the impor-
tance of environmental education, to ensure a healthy environment, to
sustain a viable economy, and to augment overall student development and
academic performance. DISCOVERING OUR HERITAGEL is a unique program
that helps address these needs for Alabama without placing added demands
on our teachers. Rather, this program incorporates environmental education
to support and reinforce many requirements of the Alabama Course of
Study. Also, this program is sufficiently flexible to be adapted in most school
systems without disrupting existing policies and practices.

[@x

1 am pleased to acknowledge the organizations that sponsored production of
DISCOVERING OUR HERITAGE, the Alabama teachers who helped in its
development, and the Alabama schools that are using this program. I would
lLike to join them in offering DISCOVERING OUR HERITAGE as an especially
valuable pathway to educational success.

— DR. ED RICHARDSON



B /4 merican education today must meet a greater

range of needs and serve a larger number of stu-
dents than ever before. However, our schools also
face an increasing array of difficulties, many of
which are complex and closely intertwined with the
changing conditions of society at large. Any educa-
tional program seeking long-term success must rec-
ognize this reality. Any program hoping to truly
assist schools must appreciate the prevailing
demands on teachers, the heavy responsibilities on
administrators, and the conflicting pressures that
often beset local school boards.

There may be no simple solution fitting every
educational need in the nation, but Alabama educa-
tors have worked together in designing DISCOVERING
OUR HERITAGE as a model for addressing many of
the needs in Alabama schools. Central to this design
is the philosophy that the realm of nature is an
exceptional laboratory for learning, that environ-
mental education, done correctly, provides students
with meaningful connections between academic
learning, applied problem-solving, civic participa-
tion, and the development of personal character and
individual responsibility. DISCOVERING OUR
HERITAGE is recognized by Alabama teachers for its
effectiveness in demonstrating these multiple values
of environmental education.

Possibly the greatest potential of this program is
suggested by its subtitle, A Community Collaborative
Approach. Through development of the DISCOVER-
ING OUR HERITAGE Community Collaborative,
schools can promote greater local understanding of

Foreword

the challenges facing education and strengthen local
support for school policies and for the needs of teach-
ers, students, and the classroom.

The heritage of our nation is one of freedom-lov-
ing peoples striving to improve opportunity for all in
a land that is blessed with remarkable natural
resources. As a primary vessel of this heritage, our
democratic system depends increasingly upon edu-
cation to inform society, sustain reason, cultivate
civility, and instill both a sense of stewardship for
our lands and waters and a sense of humanity for one
another. In turn, to serve this role effectively, educa-
tion must draw upon a central premise of democra-
cy and ensure that communities are active partici-
pants in supporting local schooling.

DisCOVERING OUR HERITAGE provides a model
for addressing these multiple aims through a coher-
ent framework linking people to the land, learning to
the real world, and the school to the community.
Students and teachers are assisted in assembling oth-
erwise fragmented subject matter into a more mean-
ingful, conceptual understanding of our world.
Science is related to society, institutions to cultures,
the environment to economics, and personal respon-
sibility to community well-being. Ultimately,
IDISCOVERING OUR HERITAGE is a program and a
process enhancing the role of education as a pur-
poseful means to human progress.

— DR. DOUGLAS J. PHILLIPS
Program Director, DISCOVERING OUR HERITAGE



A D ISCOVERING OUR HERITAGE is the product of
the caring commitment of many Alabamians,
including the program’s sponsors, participating
school systems, and, most significantly, Alabama
teachers.

DISCOVERING OUR HERITAGE is the culmination
of thoughtful input from master teachers in a variety
of school systems, urban and rural, across Alabama.
The program was initiated in 1996 as an experimen-
tal project at Westwood Elementary School,
Tuscaloosa County School System, in collaboration
with the “Challenge 21” planning initiative. In the
following years, under the leadership of System
Superintendent, Dr. Joyce Sellers, the program was
piloted in elementary schools throughout Tuscaloosa
County. It was later adopted and expanded in the
Hoover City Schools and Escambia County Schools.
Since 1999, these three systems have continued to
provide field testing for the program. Sincere thanks
and admiration are extended for their efforts.

Special thanks are extended to retired Westwood
Elementary principal, Dr. Joan Lowery, and retired
Tuscaloosa County Schools Superintendent, Dr.
Neil Hyche, for their support in making this educa-
tional program possible. Thanks are also due to the
Alabama State Department of Education (ADE),
State Superintendent Dr. Ed Richardson; ADE spe-
cialists Judy Cooper and Frank Heatherly; and social
studies consultant Jane Crowe, for assistance in help-
ing ensure that DISCOVERING OUR HERITAGE is fully
consistent with the Alabama Course of Study.
Likewise, thanks are due to the Alabama Cooperative
Extension System, Director Steve Jones, and
Community Resource Coordinator, Warren McCord,
for assistance in providing teacher training facilities.

DISCOVERING OUR HERITAGE is made available
through the leadership of the Alabama Wildlife
Federation (AWF). In 1995, AWF responded to the
requests of Alabama teachers for development of a
model environmental education program organized
sequentially to support requirements of the Alabama
Course of Study throughout the school year. With
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the active involvement of its officers and Board of
Directors, AWF spearheaded a successful statewide
initiative pulling together diverse interest groups and
generating the necessary funding to complete
DISCOVERING OUR HERITAGE.
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- W elcome to DISCOVERING OUR HERITAGE

(DOH), Alabama’s first sequentially-organ-
ized, content-integrated environmental program for
grades K—6 (the available sixth grade option can be
found in Appendix E in the DOH Guidebook for
Teachers and Administrators). We hope you will find
DOH useful and exciting. The program is designed
to be a part of a broad support network that consists
of you and your students, the whole-hearted support
of your school and district administrations, and real,
direct connections with your community. You
should never feel that you are all alone in trying to
implement this new way of approaching your yearly
program. An important part of DOH is the
Community Collaborative process (see Appendix D
in the DOH Guidebook), during which your school
formally invites members of your local community
to participate in your program. This should dramat-
ically increase the local resources and volunteers
available to you.

DOH is carefully tied to the Alabama Course of
Study (ACS) in social studies, science, language arts,
and math. You may be
reassured that in imple-
T - menting DOH, you are
... flexibili ty covering legitimate, recog-
J nized subjects and are
and the inclu- teaching required content.

At first, you might be
slightly uneasy that DOH
combines multiple sub-
jects throughout each
unit, but you should soon
see how this integrated
approach can be liberating
to your program. By the

sion of good

ideas are what
DOH is all

about.

same token, if you have

favorite lessons that seem
appropriate, a teachable
moment, or an insight as to how to better teach your
class, trust your instincts. DOH does not require
that you slavishly follow an inflexible regimen. To

Teacher’s Welcome

the contrary, flexibility and the inclusion of your
own good ideas are important to DOH design.

You will note that DOH is organized largely
around social studies. This is to give you the great-
est flexibility in arranging situations for applied
learning. Also, the subject of social studies affords
a wide variety of learning opportunities suitable for
underscoring an important DOH premise: a good
education should provide students with a conserva-
tion ethic; responsible citizenship should include
an informed commitment to environmental stew-
ardship (see Appendix: Resources, Part III.
Additional Materials for General Consideration
for a list of readings, such as A Sand County
Almanac, which include discussion of related con-
servation/environmental philosophy).

General Procedure

DI1SCOVERING OUR HERITAGE is organized on a flex-
ible, repeating outline. Each Unit (six weeks) has a
Key Question. This question, as much as any other
factor, may be seen as the guiding idea for your activ-
ities. Likewise, each Unit has a Key Experience, gen-
erally recommended to be taken at the beginning of
each unit. This is usually an out-of-class experience
of some kind. Not to be lightly dismissed, the Key
Experience gives the class a common basis of expe-
rience to discuss and write about. Importantly, it also
helps to build class spirit and cohesiveness.

The class should invite at least one Community
Visitor or Community Resource per week to present
a program. If necessary, Key Experiences and the
complementary Community Visitors and Resources
can be switched as appropriate.

Additionally, we suggest that other visitors come
to the classroom—parents, speakers, career repre-
sentatives, etc.—until the class becomes used to
visitors. It is important that standard hospitality
procedures are established when dealing with
guests—issuing invitations, providing escorts, and
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writing thank-you notes. Fach child should rotate
through these various duties so that everyone
becomes proficient in these important skills.

IDEALLY—
1. Every day, every student would have:

* a DOH lesson/activity (this lesson, whether
science or social studies, would be followed by a
related language activity),

+ an additional science or social studies lesson
(often a spin-off of a DOH activity),

+ a math lesson, where possible supporting the
other subjects,

* physical education,

+ individual reading and writing time, and

* a formal period to work in the journal

2. Every week, the class would have:
* a speaker to visit the class,
* at least one video presenting visual information,
* an out-of-school or outdoor experience,
* a library experience,
* a geography lesson,
* a computer lesson,
* a music and art lesson, and
* a series of small group meetings followed by a
group project

3. Every unit, the class would have:
* a key experience,
* a keynote visitor, and
* a class project, to which each child would
contribute

However, DOH recognizes that teaching occurs in
the real world of the daily school routine, with

unexpected and continuing distractions and various
curriculum requirements that are difficult to inte-
grate, This reality can pose limitations, but it should
not rob us of the essential DOH idea, i.e., the
intrigue of pondering our world and our place in it.
Along the way and from time to time, we can expect
to teach an old-fashioned math, grammar, or history
lesson, and if life brings us a good teachable moment
that is not “environmental,” we should take it. DOH
is meant to serve as a conceptual framework that
allows the teacher freedom to pursue a good oppor-
tunity or idea as it occurs.

Preliminary Preparation

DOH is the product of many years of discussion and
input from concerned educators, among whom there
is agreement that this model program should “aim
high” in expectations for students, teachers, and the
community; thus, the extensive scope and regimen of
the program. However, insofar as this program is
oriented to overall educational improvement, it will
be successful only if adjusted for proper fit and
acceptance within each school. Therefore, to facili-
tate program adoption, DOH staff assistance is rec-
ommended for establishing the prescribed
Community Collaborative (see Appendix D in the
DOH Guidebook) and for conducting special teacher
training. To arrange assistance contact: Wayne
Strickland, DOH Outreach Coordinator, Alabama
Wildlife Federation, P.O. Box 1109, Montgomery

AL 36102; telephone (800) 822—WILD.



Kindergarten

— Yearly Overview

ACS Social Studies Yearly Theme:

Citizenship: Living in My World

7- he Alabama Course of Study for Social

Studies highlights major aims and considera-
tions for the kindergarten grade level. This year is
critical to furthering the child’s basic development in
several areas. These include gaining a sense of
appreciation for the community and the environ-
ment, relating to history, time, and change, and
understanding the need for order, rules, and appro-
priate behavior. This year is also very important for
establishing in children several key building blocks
for learning. Chief among these is a spontancous
sense of curiosity. By arranging opportunities for
genuine discovery, we can develop in children an
internal motivation to explore, interpret, share, and
communicate about the world around them. A prior-
ity concern for this year is to cultivate and nurture
each child’s personal adjustment to the school set-
ting so that each finds comfort and enjoyment in
learning.

Unit]

Key Question: Where are we? “Children—
welcome to a big new world!” For many children, the
beginning of kindergarten is their first scary
encounter away from such familiar settings as home
and family. Of course, all kindergarten teachers are
prepared to help children deal with this reality. So,
for purposes of the DOH program, an additional
concern is simply to cast much of children’s initial
experiences in terms of genuine exploration and dis-
covery. Unit I is our first opportunity to instill in
children the capacity for being at ease and comfort-
able with examining the “big new world.” And here
at the very beginning of the DOH program is a good
place to establish a regular practice of involving par-

Program Overview

ents and members of the DOH Community
Collaborative, in any way feasible, to help in nurtur-
ing children’s comfort with school and curiosity for
learning.

Important connections: The school is part of the
local communiry, which is part of the state of Alabama,
located in a part of the world we know as the United
States. The school, the local community, the state, and
the nation each can be understood in terms of their
respective people and natural setiings.

Unitl]

Key Question: How can we be good citizens?
Unit I is aimed at establishing initial comfort and
curiosity with school and learning. The Unit I Key
Question—Where are we?—provides a ready ques-
tion of genuine relevance for children beginning
kindergarten. Unit I adds to this by providing
another level of exploration to extend children’s
understanding of self and community.

Important connecrions: Families, schools, and com-
munities function best through caring and cooperation.
Plants and animals are part of the community and
require our care and stewardship.

Unit llf

Key Question: How are people different?
Now that children are gaining a sense of belonging
to their school and community, Unit III introduces
the fact that such shared communities also accom-
modate differences.

Important connections: Every person has individ-
ual/special traits and characteristics. Communities and
cultures are enriched by diversity of peoples and natural
settings.

Uit IV

Key Question: What is our history? Okay, if
communities are characterized by people with differ-
ent traits living in locations with different natural set-
tings, how did this come about? Unit III introduces
children to basic aspects of community history.



Important connections: Every person has individual
differences as a product of individual/family history.
Communities change and develop as a product of collec-
tive events involving people and their interactions with
local natural settings over time.

Unit vV

Key Question: How does our community
work? Unit V steps off from Unit IV by examining
basic aspects of how communities function. At this
point, children are introduced to primary elements
and processes of community life.

Important connections: Most material needs are
derived from nature/natural resources. A major reason
people cooperate in communities is to be more effective in
utilizing and managing resources.

Unit VI

Key Question: How do we affect the land?
At this point, students should have a rudimentary
sense of the community’s history and should enjoy
learning about how the community operates today.
Unit VI introduces the idea of “the future.”

Important connections: Communities change 1in
ways related to the treatment and welfare of people and
nature/natural resources. Communities can improve by
thinking about how best to care for people and
nature/natural resources.

DOH Kindergarten Key Experiences

Like the Key Questions, the Key Experiences are
intended to stimulate genuine curiosity and guide
students in active exploration and discovery. The
examples of experiences/activities listed below rep-
resent stem ideas only. In selecting preferred Key
Experiences, teachers should plan for maximum
learning value by organizing these experiences/
activities to ensure active, hands-on student involve-
ment in observing, investigation, and/or problem-
solving.

Unit [ Explore the school, the grounds, a
house under construction, city hall

Unit IT  Visit the capitol, another class, nursing

home, courtroom, hospital, police and

fire departments

Unit IIT  Visit the library, photographer, make a
class photo, another culture,

grandparents

Unit IV Visit TV & radio station, airport,
meteorologist, chamber of commerce;
invite senior citizens to visit the class

Unit V. Visit post office, farm, forest ranger,

zo0o, animal shelter, beekeeper

Unit VI Visit park ranger, visit from a Native
American, mayor or councilman, or

city planner

Understanding the Unit Plans

This Week’s Topic and Focus Paragraph. Each week
has a basic topic to guide the week’s activities. The
focus paragraph briefly explains the week’s topic and
suggests ways to approach it.

Correlations with Alabama Course of Study. The
numbers in parentheses indicate the DOH-relevant
Alabama Course of Study sections of the four sub-
jects areas—social studies, science, language arts,
and math. These are also shown in the matrices
below.

Thought of the week. This is really for you, the
teacher, although sometimes it may be appropriate
for the children. You get only a little encouragement
in this job; maybe you’ll find a bit of inspiration
here!

Community Visitors and Resources. These are our
suggestions for appropriate visitors to the classroom.
As the children become accustomed to visitors, visits
will be less disruptive. Don’t miss this opportunity to
teach appropriate behavior and formal courtesies.

Activities and Materials. These are teacher-select-
ed environmental activities from a variety of sources
(see Appendix: Resources), presented to you as a
starting point. Since many of you are as experienced
as the members of the DOH team, we encourage you
to search out appropriate favorite activities and mate-
rials of your own.

Unitr Checkpoints. These activities are enumerated
at the beginning of each unit, and it is important that
the class try to accomplish them each week.
Eventually, we would like every child to write in
his/her journal, to write invitations and send thank-
you notes, and to read quietly and aloud to others.



Program Matrices linked

with Alabama Course of Study

(Social Studies, Science, Language Arts, and Math)

he following matrices compare the requirements of the Alabama Department of

7- Education’s official Alabama Course of Study (ACS) with the Discovering OUR HERITAGE

(DOH) units. This will serve to guide and reassure teachers, parents and administrators that
the exciting activities of DOH more than meet the requirements of the ACS.

15
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Ve Unit |

Where
are we?

School
characteristics
57

School
rules
6, 8,15

and grounds
1,3, 16-17

Home
location

1 3,16, 20

Community
" |ocation
¢ 2-4,16-17

. State

location

~ | 2-3,16-17

School building

Unit Il

How can
we be good
citizens?

Proper
behavior
6-7, 10-11

Character
traits
9, 12, 34-35

Solving
problems at
home & school
7-8, 13, 33

Interacting
with others
11,13, 33

Personal
changes over
lime
1,3,7,30

People of
the community
14-16

Unit Nl

How are
people
different?

Uniqueness of
individuals
34

Similarities
of people
7-8, 34-35

Differences
of people
7-8, 34-35

Children
in other
cultures
1-4, 35

Customs and
traditions in
other cultures
3,33,35

Holidays in
other cultures
3,33,35

Unit IV

What is
our history?

Current
events
7, 16, 33

Children in
other times
31, 36-37

Communication
3,21,23,28

Transportation
3,21,23,29

Important
historical
figures
32, 34

Community
changes
34,14

Kindergarten Social Studies Yearly Plan

Unit V

How does
our community
work?

Community
workers
15, 21

Community
products
3.21,23

Wants and needs
12, 23, 25,
34-35

Producers
and
consumers
24, 26

Product
lifecycle
26-27, 37

Natural and
produced
resources
3,16, 26

*The numbers in bold correspond to the current (2001) Alabama Course of Study for the respective grade and subject.

Unit VI

How do we
affect the
land?

Personal
environment
10, 13, 18

Seasonal
changes
3-4, 19

Human
interactions
10, 16, 19, 33

Changes
over time
16, 28-29, 31

Community
change
7,17, 26, 31

Future of
the community
10, 13, 33



Kindergarten

Week W//Jid]

Where
are we?

Diversity
in our
classroom
18, 20

What our
school looks
like inside
22

What our

3 school looks
like outside
22

What our
homes
look like
= 9

S What our
S5 community
e looks like

7,10, 22

~ What our
state looks
like
7,10, 22

Unit Il

How can
we be good
citizens?

Observing
4

Grouping
4,7

Connections
4-5

Guessing
4-5

Making
choices
2,4,7

Taking
care of
the world
3, 10-11

Unit I

How are
people
different?

Observing
people
18-20

Differences
in people
18-20

Differences
in offspring
18-20

Differences
in homes
4

How we
react fo
Seasons
15, 21, 25-26

How we
live in

our world
10-11, 21

Unit IV

What is
our history?

Observing
nature
20-23

Patterns
in nature
20

Scientists
8-9, 11

Science
at home
20

Seasons
and weather
15, 25-27

Earth's
surface
24, 27

Science Yearly Plan

Unit vV

How does
our conumunity
work?

How our
class works
20-21

How our
school works
9, 17

Needs of plants
and animals
18, 21-23

Plant and
animal houses
3,23

Plants and
animals reactions
to seasons

21, 25-26

Survival of
plants and
animals
18, 20-22

*The numbers in bold correspond to the current (2001) Alabama Course of Study for the respective grade and subject.

Unit VI

How do we
affect the
land?

What is
technology?
2,11

Technology at
school and home
2,11

Affecting animal
food sources
1,10, 21

Habitat
loss
1,7, 22-23

Changes
in matter
1, 12-13

Changes in
the Earth
24-26

N



U Unit |

Where
are we?

Describing
our
classroom
1,7-8

Learning
the rules
3,5,15

Drawing and
talking about
our school
34,9, 11

Sharing
stories about
our homes

" Drawing and
- talking about

o our community

I 511

r-i

~ Listening to
* stories about
| our state

6, 12, 14-15

N 1,34,7-8, 14

Unit 1l

How can
we be good
citizens?

Talking about &
showing good
behavior

7-8, 17

Listening to
stories about
people
8,12, 21

Sharing how we
solve problems at
home and school
14-15

Showing how
we play well
with others
7-8, 14-16

Talking about
how we change
12, 16-17

Drawing people
in our
community

6, 9-10, 23

Unit Il

How are
people
different?

Describing
people in
our class
8-1

Describing
how people
are alike
8-11

Describing
how people
are different
8-11

Listening to stories
about children
from other cultures
1, 14, 18-22

Sharing and
listening to stories
about traditions
1, 14, 18-22

Learning about
holidays in other
countries

1, 14, 18-22

Unit IV

What is
our history?

Describing
what happens
in our class
6, 8, 15

Listening to stories
about children in
the past 1, 3, 6,
12, 15, 22

Drawing & des-
cribing ways we
communicate
8-10, 18, 23

Drawing and
describing
transportation
9-10, 23

Learning about
historical figures
6,12, 21

Describe how
our community
has changed
6, 8-9, 15

Kindergarten Language Arts Yearly Plan

Unit V

How does
our community
work?

Describing the
people who work
in our school
9,21

Drawing the
products from
our community
9-10

Describing
wants and
needs
7-8

Describing
producers and
coNsumers
7-9

Drawing and
describing a
product lifecycle
9-10, 23

Learning about
our natural
resources

13, 21

*The numbers in bold correspond to the current (2001) Alabama Course of Study for the respective grade and subject.

Unit VI

How do we
affect the
land?

Drawing and
describing our
environment
5, 9-10, 23

Writing
about

the seasons
9,13, 23

Describing
how people
affect the land
13, 23

Share changes
we have seen in
the land
13,17

Write about how
our community
has grown
6,9,17, 23

Describe how
our community
will change
6,17, 23



Kindergarten Math Yearly Plan

I Unit |

Where
are we?

Count & graph
things in our
classroom
1-3,7,25

Count & graph
things in our
school
1-3,7,25

Count & graph
things in our
community
1-3,7,25

Count & graph
things in

B our home

™ 1-3,7,25

= Describe our
% location in
| the state

I 12

~ Describe
location of our
state in the U.S.
12

Unit Il

How can
we be good
citizens?

Count how
often we
behave

1, 2, 5-7

Describe the
people in
our class
13

Use numbers &
words to describe
problems

1-3,6

Estimate

and measure
objects
1,15

Measure how
we grow
1,17-18

Describe
locations in
our community
12

Unit i

How are
people
different?

Count & graph
people in our
school
1-3,7,25

Count & graph
similarities in

physical traits

1-3,7,25

Count & graph
differences in
physical traits
1-3,7, 25

Describe
children in
other cultures
13

Describe sequence
of events

in a tradition

16

Relate holiday
decorations to
geometric shapes
10-11

Unit IV

What is
our history?

Describe
sequences in
current events
16

Create patterns
found in nature
9, 21-22

Collect & organize
data about how
we communicate
24

Collect & organize
information about
how we transport

ourselves 24

Graph
weather
conditions
25

Measure
our school
yard
1,8,15

Unit V

How does
our community
work?

Describe how
our class works
in numbers

6, 12

Classify
products in
our community
19-20

Identify & count
what plants and
animals need
1-5

Classify various
animal homes
20

Match products
to their
containers

14

Match plants &
animals to their
survival needs
24

*The numbers in bold correspond to the current (2001) Alabama Course of Study for the respective grade and subject,

Unit VI

How do we
affect the
land?

Count & graph
class activities
1-3,7,25

Count technology
use at school and
at home

1-5

—a
(o3

Describe what
people can do to
help animals
12-13

Describe
changes in
our community
16-17

Measure changes
in spatial
arrangements
23

Collect & organize
information about
our community
24



Where are we?

Teacher’s Notes (Use this page fo write down your questions and
good ideas for this Unit):

27
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\ Focus is on
acquainting

students with
the school and
students in the class-
room. Students should
recognize diversity in the

classroom and be able to
describe the physical setting
and elements of their room.

P — They should categorize things

This Week's Topic

What is our school like?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

School characteristics (5, 7)

Science:
Diversity in our classroom

(1, =87 (7

Language Arts:
Describing our classroom

(1,7-8)

in the room and construct Math:
: ; Count and graph things in our
simple picture graphs. classroom (1, 2-3, 7, 25)
Unit Checkpoints

Unit I Key Question

Where are we?

Journal time
Quiet reading time

Thought for the week

The potential possibilities of any
child are the most intriguing and
stimulating in all creation.

—Ray L. WILBUR

Communily Visitors and
Resources

Get to know your teacher

Activities and Materials

» Project Learning Tree, “The
Shape of Things—Part A”

* Count and graph things in our
classroom

* Literature books about
beginning of school

» Mister Rogers Neighborhood
Going To School (VK8438)
1-800-843-3620

Unit | Key Experience
Explore the school, the grounds, a house under

construction, city hall




a Key Focus is
| on learning
school rules,
and how they
apply to students.

Moving out of the class-
room, students should

describe what their school
looks like from the inside,
paying particular attention to
the technology around them
(pencil sharpener, computer,
refrigerator, Velcro, etc.) They
should categorize things in the
school building and construct
simple picture graphs.

[his Week's Topic

What are the school rules?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

School rules (6, 8, 15)

Science.
What our school looks like inside

Language Arts:
Learning the rules
3,5, 15)

Math:
Count and graph things in our
school (1, 2-3,7, 25)

Thought for the week

Man’s mind, once stretched by a
new idea, never regains its original
dimension.

—OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES

Community Visitors and

Resources

Meet school helpers (principal,
secretary, nurse, lunchroom staff,
librarian)

Activities and Matgrials .
* Project WILD, “Color Crazy” 25
* Count and graph things in our

43

school

* Language experience chart
about tour of school

» Make chart of school rules and
review daily

* Photo album of school helpers

* Role play school rules



Focus is on
the school
building and

outside
grounds. Students
Should be able to
describe elements of the

building and draw what the
building looks like from the
outside, again, paying attention
to technology around them
(antennas, lights, cars, electric-
ity lines, etc.). They should
categorize things (trees, plants,
cars, efc.) outside the school
building and construct simple
picture graphs.

This Weeks Topic

Where is our school?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

School building and grounds
(1, 3, 16, 17)

Science:
What our school looks like outside

@) // (/7/ 3) /e

Language Arts:
Drawing and talking about our
school (34,9, 11)

Math:
Count and graph things in our
community (1-3, 7, 25)

Thought for the week

Children are our most valuable

natural resource.

—HERBERT HOOVER

Community Visitors and
Resources

Janitorial staff to speak about
taking care of our school

Activities and Materials

o Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K-2, “Looking for
Litter” and “Critter Litterbugs”

* Make a map of the schoolyard

» Language experience about
tour of school grounds

* Project WILD, “Wildlife is
Everywhere!”

o Project Learning Tree, “The
Shape of Things—Part B”



Focus is on

where they
live, and
what their

home looks like inside
and out. Have them share
stories about what they do

at home. They should be able
to locate their house on a
city/county map and talk about
how far away it is from the
school. They should categorize
things in their homes and
construct simple picture
graphs.

This Week’s Topic

Where is my home?

Correlations with

Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:
Home location (3, 16, 20)

Science:

What our home looks like 227
/ @7, 8

Language A)rts.'

Sharing stories about our homes

(1,34,7-8,14)

Math:
Count and graph things in our
home (1-3, 7, 25)

Thought for the week

If you always do what you always

did, you’ll always get what you
always got.

—VERNE HILL

Community Visitors and
Resources

Contractor/construction worker
to explain how a house is built

Activities and Materials

o Alabama’s Environmental _
Legacy K—2, “Nest Sweet
Nest” and “When I Was Young
in the Mountains”

"> |

* Count and graph things in our
home
* Project WILD, “Everybody

needs a Home”



N
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\ Focus is on
where their
community is

in the state.

They should be able to
describe their community
and draw its special fea-

tures (geographic or architec-
tural). They should be able to
describe (top, middle, bottom)
where the community is locat-
ed within the state. Relate their
community to animal commu-
nities.

This Week's Topic

Where is our community?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Community location

(24, 16, 17)

Science:
What our community looks like

etz /4,0 8 ) /0

Language Arts:
Drawing, talking about our
community (8-11)

Math:
Describe our location in the state

(12)

Thought for the week

We can do not great things, only

small things with great love.

—MorHER TERES.

Community Visitors and
Resources

Mayor to discuss activities in
which our city is involved

Activities and Materials

o Alabama’s Environmental Legacy
K-2, “Life Under a Log” and
“Life Near A Pond”

* Describe our location in the
state

» Make a map of classroom

+ Count and graph things in our
community

» Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Oak Mountain State Park”

s Project WILD, “Forest in a Jar”

s Project Learning Tree, “Picture
This!”



\ Focus is on
where
Alabama is
located in the

United States. Students
Should be able to
describe what the state

looks like (shape, vegetation,
cities, beaches, forests, etc.).
They should listen to stories or
news specifically related to
Alabama. They should know
special features that make the
State notable (rivers, animals,
agriculture, aqua-culture, etc.).

This Week's Topic

Where is our state?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

State location (2-3, 16-17)

Science:
What our state looks like

(A2 1,2 0D K T

Language Arts:
Listening to stories about our state
(6, 12, 14-15)

Math:
Describe location of our state in
uUS. (12)

Thought for the week
The mediocre teacher tells. The
good teacher explains. The superi-
or teacher demonstrates. The great
teacher inspires.

—WiLLIAM ARTHUR WARD

Community Visitors and
Resolrces

Senator and Representative to dis-
cuss their jobs

Activities and Materials

o Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K-2, “Many Kinds of
Soil in Alabama” and “What is a
Beach?”

* Describe location of our state in
uUsS.

* Observe map of Alabama

* Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Geological History of
Alabama”

* Project WILD, “Learning to
Look, Looking to See”

N
Ay



How can we be good citizens?

Teacher’s Notes (Use this page to write down your questions and
good ideas for this Unit):




Unit Il

N \ Focusison  This Week’s Topic
- behavior What are good behaviors?
and how it
works. Correlations with

Students should learn Alabama Gourse of Study:

Social Studies:
and exhibit proper behav-  Proper behaviors 5
: . =7, 10-1T) ¢
jor and be able to recognize ( - )/
good behavior in others. They — Science:
Observing (4)
should share stories about
Language Arts:

good and bad behavior and its Talking about and showing good

behavior (7-8, 17)

consequences. They should

o]
U

observe and count occurrences — Math:
of good behavior. Relate good ((i"‘;msﬁf]);" StEnaWE/GEaYE
behavior to making good
decisions about the environ-
ment and habitat destruction.
Unit Checkpoints

Journal time
Quiet reading time

Unit Il Key Question

How can we be good citizens?

Thought for the week
Honesty is the first chapter of the
book of wisdom.

—THOMAS JEFFERSON

Community Visitors and
Resources

Guidance counselor to talk about
the importance of good manners

Activities and Materials

* Observe behavior of another
class—Ilanguage experience

» Project WILD, “What’s Wild?”

* Role-playing—good behaviors

* Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Guntersville State Park”

Unit Il Key Experience

Visit the capitol, another class, nursing home, court-

room, hospital, police and fire departments




Focus is on

character:

what it is and
how it devel-

ops. Students should
listen to stories about
people and group them

based their good or bad
character traits. They should be
able to predict what someone
will do (behaviorally and/or
environmentally) based on an
assessment of his/her charac-
ter traits.

Unit Il

This Week's Topic

What is character?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Character traits
(9, 12, 34-35)

Science:

Grouping 4=H~ // pA p 7

Language Arts:
Listening to stories about people
(8, 12, 21)

Math:
Describe the people in our class
(13)

Thought for the week

Begin the day with friendliness;
keep friendly all day long. Keep in
your soul a friendly thought, your
heart a friendly song.

—FRANK B, WHITNEY

Community Visitors and
RESoUrces

Senior citizens to tell stories about
a different time period, e.g., when
they grew up

Activities and Materials 31
o Water Sourcebook K-2,

“Grandma’s Boat Ride”
¢ Video: Discovering Alabama,

“A Walk in the Woods”

o Project Learning Tree, “Get in
Touch with Trees”



Focus is on
solving
problems at

home and at
school. Students
should share how they
approach a problem and
what they do to solve it. They
should see how some prob-
lems could be solved with

technology (medicine, tele-

30
(e

phone, recycled products,
electricity, etc.). They should be
able to create a word problem
to describe a personal problem.

This Week's Topic

How do we solve problems?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studzes:

Solving problems at home and
school (7-8, 13, 33)

Science:

Connections (455) j/ 4) 7

Language Arts:
Sharing how we solve problems at

home and school (14-15)

Math:
Use numbers and words to
describe problems (1-3, 6)

Thought for the week

Challenges make you discover

things about yourself that you
never really knew. They’re what
make the instrument stretch—
what make you go beyond the
norm.

—TYSON

Community Visitors and
Resources

School counselor to speak about
conflict resolution

Activities and Materials

» Hands on Science Fair
Pre-K—1, “Vibration,” Carson
Dellosa Publishing Company

* Practice role—playing and
problem—solving skills

o Water Sourcebook K—2, “Water
is Very Special”

» Use numbers and words to
describe problems

* Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Dauphin Island”

s Project Learning Tree, “Sounds
Around—Part A, variation”



\ Focus is on
- behavior,
and how it

affects others.
Students should dis-
cuss how they interact

with others and the effects

of good and bad behavior.
They should relate this to what
happens in the environment
when plants and animals
interact with each other. They
should estimate and measure
trees and bushes in the
schoolyard.

This Week's Topic
How does my behavior affect
others?

Correlations with

Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Interacting with others

(11, 13, 33)

Science:

Guessing 4=5y 2 ) _5/ 4/ 7

Language Arts:
Showing how we play well with
others (7-8, 14-16)

Math:
Estimate and measure objects

(1,15)

Thought for the week

I pray that I may care enough, to

love enough, to share enough, to let
others become what they can be.

—F0HN O’BRIIN

Community Visitors and
Resources

Telephone company representa-
tive (communication) to talk about
how telephones work

Activities and Materials

o Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K-2, “Reduce”

* Estimate and measure objects
using non-standard measure-
ments

* Role-playing

* Make and use play telephones

* Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Alabama Adventure”

» Project Learning Tree, “Tree
Lifecycle—variation”

Y r:)
(S



\ Focus is on
- how stu-
dents are

changing over
time in personality
(maturing) and size. They
should discuss how they

change and measure growth
on a monthly basis. Students
should realize that the choices
they make influence how they
change and their future. Relate
changes to simple physical,
e.g., water into ice and chemi-
cal changes (rusting) in the
environment.

This Week's Topic

How can I change?

Correlations with

Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Personal changes over time

1,3,7,30)

Science:

Making choices 2747} 99

/, 2 4 ¢ Y2,
J

Language Arts: S
Talking about how we change

(12, 16-17)

Math:
Measure how we grow

(1, 17-18)

Thought for the week

Imagination is the highest kite one

can fly.

—BACALL

Community Visitors and
Resources

Nurse/doctor to tell about how
they take care of people; parents
bring young siblings so children

can observe behaviors of young
children

Activities and Materials

* Measure growth in height

* Project WILD, “Bearly Born”

o Water Sourcebook K—2, “The
Water Freeze”

¢ Share baby pictures brought
from home

o Project Learning Tree, “Signs of
Fall—Part A”



\ Focus is on
the people

of the com-
munity, and

how they help others
and take care of the
community. Students

should be able to draw
people in various jobs and
describe what they do. They
should be able to describe
various locations in the com-
munity, such as schools,
businesses, churches, etc.
Compare how people in the
community take care of and
help each other to how they
take care of and help plants
and animals in the environ-
ment.

This Week’s Topic
Who helps us become good
citizens?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

People of the community
(14-16)

Science:
Taking care of the world

&= ¢

Language Arts:
Dawing people in our community
(6, 9-0, 23)

Math:
Describe locations in our
community (12)

Thought for the week

The quality of a person’s life is in

direct proportion to his commit-
ment to excellence, regardless of
his chosen field of endeavor.

—VINCE LOMBARDI

Community Visitors and
Resources

Policeman, fireman, nurse/doctor
to talk about the work they do

Activities and Materials
» Alabama’s Environmental 35
Legacy K-2, “What is Trash?”
* Make community helper book—
children draw pictures and write
stories about community
helpers, and draw picture of
what they want to be when they
grow up, see Appendix F, in
DOH Guidebook
* Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Village Creek”
* Project WILD Agquatic, “Aqua
Words”



How are people different?

— Teacher’s Notes (Use this page to write down your qusstions and

good ideas for this Unit):

s
37



\ \ Focus is on
| the unique-
ness of

individuals in

the class and in the
school, and the students’
observational skills.

Students should observe
people in the school and be
able to determine what makes
people special. They should
count and graph different
groups of students and people
(by gender, hair color, eye
color, etc.), and relate to the
uniqueness of plants and
animals and their habitats.

This Week's Topic

How are people special?

Correlations with

Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Uniqueness of individuals (34)

Science:
Observing people (18=20)
G ,7
Language Arts:
Describing people in our class

(8-11)

Math:
Count and graph people in our
school (1, 2-3, 7, 25)

Unit Checkpoints

Unit lll Key Question

How are people different?

Journal time
Quiet reading time

Thought for the week

Correction does much, but

encouragement does more.
Encouragement after censure is as
the sun after a shower.

—GOETHE

Communily Visitors and
Resources

Someone of a different culture to
teach children about his/her
culture

Activities and Materials

o Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K—2, “Noise in Your
Neighborhood”

* Count and graph people in our
school

e Read multicultural literature

* Project WILD, “What Bear
Goes Where?”

Unit lll Key Experience
Visit the library, photographer, make a class photo,

another culture, grandparents




Focus is on

how people
are the same,

and how their

similarities are exhibit-
ed in physical and per-
sonality traits, especially

within families. Students
should observe at home and
school to determine and
describe how people are the
same. They should count and
graph similarities in physical
traits. Relate similarities in
humans to similarities in plants
and animals.

Unit lli

This Weeks Topic

How are people the same?

Correlations with

Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Similarities of people

(7-8, 34-35)

Science:
Differences in people (18=20)

Y
Language Arts:

Describing how people are alike
(8-11)

Math:
Count and graph similarities in
physical traits (1-3, 7, 25)

Thought for the week

Knowledge comes, but wisdom
lingers.

—TENNYSON

Community Visitors and
Resources

Parents to share family trees

Activities and Materials

» Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K-2, “Candid Camera”
¢ Children share pictures of their

families; compare baby pictures 59
to recent pictures

* Count and graph similarities in
physical traits

* Make a family tree for each
child

o Thematic Units Collection,
Carson Dellosa Publishing
Company, pp. 335-54 passim

* Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Native American Festival”

* Project Learning Tree, “Birds

and Worms”



Focus is on

how people
are the same,

and how their

differences are exhibit-
ed in physical and per-
sonality traits, especially

within families. Students
should observe at home and
school to determine and
describe how people are
different. They should count
differences in physical traits.
Relate differences in humans to
differences in animals (dogs
and/or cats from the same
litter).

This Week's Topic

How are people different?

Correlations with

Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Differences of people

(7, 18, 34-35)

Science:

Differences in people (18=29)
€ 7/%, 10

Language Arts:

Describing how people are

different (8~11)

Math:
Count and graph differences in
physical traits (1-3, 7, 25)

Thought for the week

Thought for the week: You see
things; and you say, “Why?” But I
dream things that never were; and
I say, “Why Not?”

—GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

Community Visitors and
Resources

Relatives to discuss personality
traits of their children

Activities and Malerials

o Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K-2, “We Can All
Help”

¢ Children draw pictures of each
other and compare similarities
and differences

» Count and graph differences in
physical traits

 Using pictures from Unit 3,
Week 2, sce who can match baby
to recent pictures by observing
traits

* Project WILD, “Seeing is
Believing or The Eyes Have It!”



Focus is on
children of
other cul-

tures, and how
they are similar to and
different from us.
Students should explore

their differences in homes
and habits by listening to
stories. They should be able to
describe these differences.
Relate differences in homes
and habits to differences in
animal habitats and how
different animals act.

Unit I

This Week’s Topic
What are children in other places
like?

Correlations with

Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Children in other cultures
(14, 35)

Science:

Differences in homes (£
4,7, 9, o
Language Arts:
Listening to stories about children
from other cultures

(1, 14, 18-22)

Math:
Describe children in other
cultures (13)

Thought for the week

Never, never, never, never give up.

—WinsTon CHURCHILL

Community Visitors and
Resources

Someone from another culture to
share some of his/her traditions

Activities and Materials

* Describe children in other
cultures

* Project WILD, “What’s That,
Habitat?”

* Make shoebox diorama of an
animal habitat; could be a
take-home activity



4

Focus is on
the customs
and traditions
of other

cultures. Students
should listen to stories
about traditions and be able

to describe the sequence of
events in a tradition (birthdays,
marriages, celebrations, etc.).
Relate things that people do to
the instinctive abilities of
animals, e.g., reproduction,
nesting, migration, as these are
determined by the seasons.
Also relate changes in plants to
the change of seasons.

Unit 1

This Weeks Topic

What are customs and traditions
in other cultures?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Customs and traditions in other

cultures (3, 33, 35)

Science:
How we react to seasons

(W524525=28) 2,¢, 7,9, /0

Language Arts:
Sharing and listening to stories

about traditions (1, 14, 18-22)

Math:
Describe sequence of events in a
tradition (16)

Thought for the week

The head learns new things, but

the heart forevermore practices
old experiences.

—HENRY WARD BEECHER

Community Visitors and
Resources

Parents, grandparents to share
special/unique traditions with
class

Activities and Materials

» Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K-2, “The Gift of the
Tree”

* Describe the sequence of
events in a tradition

*» Pick a plant or tree on school
grounds and record how it
changes with seasons

* Share stories about family
traditions

* Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Arboretums”

* Project Learning Tree, “The
Closer You Look”



\ Focus is on
| holidays in
other cul-

tures, and how
they are celebrated.
Students should listen to
stories and share stories
about holidays. They should
be able to identify specific
holiday decorations and relate
these to geometric shapes.
Also relate holidays to their
symbols (pumpkins, turkeys,
Christmas trees, etc.).

Unit I

This Weeks Topic
What are holidays like in other
cultures?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Holidays in other cultures

(3, 33, 35)

Science:
How we live in our world

2D £, 7,9 /0

Language Arts:
Learning about holidays in other
cultures

(1, 14, 18-22)

Math:
Relate holiday decorations to
geometric shapes (10-11)

Thought for the week

Don’t be afraid to take big steps.
You can’t cross a chasm in two
small jumps.

—Dvip LLovd GEORGE

Community Visitors and
Resources

Someone of another culture to
share holiday traditions

Activities and Materials

* Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K-2, “Life In A
Fishbowl” and “Supersuds”

* Relate holiday decorations to
geometric shapes

o Project WILD Aguatic, “Are You
Me?”



What is our history?

— Teachers Notes (Use this page fo write down your questions and

good ideas for this Unit):




a Focusison  This Weeks Topic Thought for the week
[ what is What is happening around us? 'Ijréasure each other in the recog-
' nition that we do not know how
going on long we shall have each other.
around school, Correlations with —JosHu4 Lota LIEByAN
Alabama Course of Study:

home, and town.

Social Studies: ' ’
W]  Students should listen o Current events (7, 16, 33) Community Visitors and
' SOLICES
‘ and be able to describe Science: resource ,
Ob ] 3 Someone who can talk to children
current events. They should ;ervglg nastureé/(ms; Z; 7 about something important
) T - Vo) . . .
be able to describe the move- Language //ﬁlm./ 27/ % 77477 happening in your community
) Describing what happens in our
ments of objects (cars, toys, class (6, 8, 15) o ‘
etc.) and things found in Activities and Materials
46 . . ' Math: * Describe sequences in current
nature and their place in the Describe sequences in current events
events (16) o Water Sourcebook K—2, “Extra,

environment.
Extra, Read All About It”

¢ Make videos outside and inside

* Watch together and do
language experience chart

* Have children draw pictures of
what they see outside and
inside

» Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Cheaha Mountain/Talladega
National Forest”

o Project Learning Tree, “The
Thicket Game”

Unit Checkpoints

Journal time
Quiet reading time

Unit IV Key Question Unit IV Key Experience

What is our history? Visit TV & radio station, airport, meteorologist, chamber
of commerce, invite senior citizens to visit the class




Focus is on
children in

the past, what
their lives were like,
and how technology has
made life different today.
Students should listen to
Storigs about children in the
past and be able to describe
their lives. They should identify
construction patterns in the
natural and human worlds.

Unit IV

This Week's Topic
What did children do a long time
ago’?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Children in other times

(U363
Science:
Patterns in nature (20)

Language Arts:
Listening to stories about children
in the past (1, 3, 6, 12, 15, 22)

Math:
Create patterns found in nature
9, 21-22)

Thought for the week

I touch the future I teach.

—CHRISTA MCAULIFFE

Community Visitors and
Resources

Storyteller to tell stories about
children in the past

Activities and Materials

o Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K-2, “Speakers for the
Earth”

* Create patterns found in nature

o Water Sourcebook K—2, “Water
Now and Then”

s Project WILD, “Surprise
Terrarium”

* Leaf rubbings

* Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Alabama Trees”

47



A \ Focus is on
- communica-
tion, and
how it has
changed over the years.

Introduce communication
scientists, e.g., Morse,
Edison, etc., and their contri-

butions. Students should

predict how they would com-

e municate if we did not have
some of the technology now
available. They should draw,
describe ways, and graph the
ways in which we communi-
cate and relate to animal

communication.

This Week's Topic

How has communication changed?

Correlations with

Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:
Communication (3, 21, 23, 28)

Science:

Scientists (8= _3

Language Arts:
Drawing and describing ways we
communicate (8-10, 18, 23)

Math:
Collect and organize information
about how we communicate (24)

Thought for the week

In matters of style, swim with the
current; in matters of principle,
stand like a rock.

—THOMAS JEFFERSON

Community Visitors and
Resources

Newspaper reporter, telephone
company representative to talk
about different ways we communi-
cate

Activities and Materials

o Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K—2, “Up in the Air”

* Collect and organize informa-
tion about how we communi-
cate, past and present

o Water Sourcebook K-2, “Don’t
Boat Without a Float”

* Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Dugger Mountain Wilderness”

s Project Learning Tree, “People,
Places, Things”



\ Focus is on
fransporta-

tion, and
how it has
changed over the years.
Introduce transportation
inventors and innovators,

e.g., Samuel Fulton, Henry
Ford, the Wright brothers, etc.,
and their contributions.
Students should predict how
they would move from place to
place if some of the technology
now available was not. They
should draw, describe ways,
and graph various means of
transportation. Relate these to
animal movements (flight,
swimming, etc.). Discuss
what it takes to build and
operate various forms of
transportation and their
effects on the environment.

Unit IV

This Week's Topic

How has transportation changed?

Correlations with

Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Transportation (3, 21, 23, 29)

Science:

Science at home (267 5/ , €, 7

Language Arts:
Drawing and describing trans-
portation (9-10, 23)

Math:
Collect and organize information
about how we transport ourselves

(24)

Thought for the week

Kind words can be short and easy
to speak, but their echoes are truly
endless.

—MOTHER TERESA

Community Visitors and
Resources

Railroad engineer, sea captain,
airplane pilot, or bus driver to
speak about their jobs

Activities and Materials

o Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K-2, “How We Use the
Land for Fun and Profit” and
“Using Our Natural Resources
for Agricultural Production”

» Project WILD, “First
Impressions”
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Focus is on
important
people of the

past and their
contributions to society.
Students should listen to
stories about historical

figures and be able to
describe what they have done.
Students should be aware of
seasons and the weather
conditions that accompany
each. They should graph
weather conditions over time.
Relate to how the land changes
during times of extreme weath-
er (hurricane, tornado, flood,
snow, etc.).

Unit IV

This Weeks Topic
Who are important people of the
past?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Important historical figures
(32, 34)

Science:

Seasons and weather (15258=27)
? ) /0

Language Arts:

Learning about historical figures
(0,12, 21)

Math:
Graph weather conditions (25)

Thought for the week

A teacher affects eternity; no one
can tell where his influence stops.

—HENRY ADAMS

Community Visitors and
Resources

Meteorologist to speak about
seasons and weather

Activities and Materials

* Graph weather conditions and
temperatures

s Project Learning Tree, “Signs of
Fall—Part A?

* Video: Magic School Bus Kicks
Up a Storm



a Focus is on
| how the
community
has changed

over time, and what has
happened to make things
different. Students should
be able to describe changes
that have occurred and identify
their locations (buildings,
landforms). They should be
able to name specific land-
forms in their community,
predict their changes, and the
effects these changes would
have on plants and animals.

Unit IV

This Weeks Topic

How has our community changed?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Community changes (3—4, 14)

Science:

Earth’s surface (24=%7)
Language Arts:
Describing how our community

has changed (6, 8-9, 15)

Math:
Measure our school yard (1, 8, 15)

We

Thought for the week
If you have knowledge, let others
light their candles at it.

—MARGARET FULLER

Community Visitors and
Resources

Senior citizen to talk about
changes in community

Activities and Materials

» Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K-2, “Old King
Cotton” and “Alabama Peanut 51
Party”

* Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Caves of Alabama”

* Locate old pictures of your
town and compare them to what
your town looks like now; take
pictures each year and keep
scrapbook

* Measure our school yard

» Ask parents to send old pictures
with students

* Project WILD, “Too Close for
Comfort”



How does our community work?

Teachers Notes (Use this page to write down your questions and
good idsas for this Unit):




Focus is on

the commu-

nity, and who
works there to

keep it operating.
Students should relate
classroom operation to

community operation. They
should be able to describe who
works in the school and what
their jobs are. They should be
able to describe the technology
used in the classroom and in
the school.

This Week'’s Topic

Who works in our community?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Community workers (15, 21)

Science:

How our class works (Z62F)"
G

Language Arts:
Describing the people who work
in our school (9, 21)

Math:
Describe how our class works in
numbers (6, 12)

Unit Checkpoints

Unit V Key Question

How does our community work?

Journal time
Quiet reading time

Thought for the week
I am always ready to learn, but I
do not always like being taught.

—WinsTonN CHHURCHIILL

Community Visitors and
Resources

Fireman, policeman, or postman,
to speak about his/her job

Activities and Materials

+ “ABC’s in Bubbaville”
(beginning sounds and careers),
record; to order; Upbeat Basics,
120516 Acklen Station,
Nashville TIN 37212, telephone:
1-615-327-0520

s Water Sourcebook K—2,

“Do You Know My Job?” and
*“Water Works for Everyone”

* Make paper bag puppets of
fireman, policeman, mayor, city
worker

* Project Learning Tree, “Pass the
Plants, Please—Part C”

Unit V Key Experience

Visit post office, farm, forest ranger, zoo, animal

shelter, beekeeper




Focus is on
what is
produced in
the community,

and how it affects the
community. Students
should be able to classify

and draw the products pro-
duced. Relate community
production to what is produced
in school (knowledge and
achievement), and how people
in a school depend on each
other in the community. Also
relate to the environment and
how things depend on each
other.

This Week's Topic
What does our community
produce?

Correlations with

Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Community products (3, 21, 23)

Science:

How our school works @s=FH
6,7

Language Arts:
Drawing the products from our
community (9-10)

Math:
Classify products in our
community (19-20)

Thought for the week

We often take for granted the very

things that most deserve our
gratitude.

—OzICK

Community Visitors and
Resources

Farmer and factory worker to
speak about their jobs

Activities and Materials

» Alabama’s Environmental —
Legacy K—2, “Exploring the b
Gulf” and “Using Our Natural
Resources for Agricultural
Production”

* Go to local Chamber of
Commerce; ask about factories
in community and their
products

* Find out what crops are grown
in area

* Make a graph or chart of
products/crops produced/

grown
o Project WILD, “Make a Coat!”



\ \ Focus is on
[ wants and
needs in

terms of goods

and services, and how
these are satisfied.
Students should be able to

classify and describe human
needs, as well as, the needs of
plants and animals.

This Week's Topic

Do I need it or want it?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Wants and needs (12, 23, 25,
34-35)

Science:
Needs of plants and animals

(182FBy2, &,

Language Arts:
Describing wants and needs

(7-8)

Math:
Identify and count what plants
and animals need (1-5)

Thought for the week

See into life—don’t just look at it.

—BA4XTER

Community Visitors and
Resources

Forest ranger to talk about what a
healthy forest needs

Activities and Materials

o Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K—2, “A Plant’s Friend”

s Water Sourcebook K-2, “Who
Needs Wetlands?”

* Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Sipsey River Swamp”

» Project Learning Tree, “Tree
Treasures—Variation 2”



Focus is on

producers

and con-
sumers of

human-made and
natural resources.
Students should be able to
describe different human
producers and consumers, as
well as plant and animal
producers and consumers.
Relate these to animal homes
and classify various homes
based on survival needs of

animals.

This Weeks Topic

Who makes it and who uses it?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Producers and consumers

(24, 26)

Science:
Plants and animal houses

G2y &, 7

Language Arts:
Describing producers and con-
sumers (7-9)

Math:
Classify various animal homes

(20)

Thought for the week

Begin the day with friendliness

and only friends you’ll find. Yes,
greet the dawn with happiness;
keep happy thoughts in mind.

—FRANK B. WHITNEY

Community Visitors and
Resources

Veterinarian to talk about how
he/she helps animals

Activities and Materials

* Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K-2, “Mini-Water
Treatment Plant”

* Videos: Discovering Alabama,
“Long Leaf Pine” and “Long
Leaf Ecosystem”

* Build animal or plant habitat and
write or dictate story about it

¢ Classify various animal homes

o Project Learning Tree, “Tree
Factory— Variation”

* Video: Magic School Bus Hops
Home

¢ Make puppets or cut-outs of
700 animals



a \ Focus is on
- how a
product is
made from

beginning to end.
Students should identify
various containers and be

able to match the products to
specific packaging. They
should draw different products
and illustrate their life cycles.

The science focus is how
animals react to seasons and
their life cycles. Specific
examples would be plants and
tress losing leaves, changes in
animal coloration and coat
thickness, and the life cycles of
moths and butterflies. Just as a
product has a life cycle, so do
plants and animals based on

Seasons.

This Week's Topic

How is a product made?

Correlations with
Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Product life cycle
(26-27, 37)

Science:
Plants and animals reacting to

seasons (&5720) ( y >

Language Arts:
Drawing and describing a product
life cycle (9-10, 23)

Math:
Match products to their contain-
ers (14)

Thought for the week

Hold yourself responsible for a
higher standard than anyone else
expects of you.

—HENRY WARD BEECHER

Community Visitors and
Hesources

Beekeeper to speak about how
bees make honey

Activities and Materials

o Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K—2, “Alabama Peanut
Party” and “Garbage
Breakdown”

* Butterfly garden (should be
started in advance); keep
butterfly journals

¢ Draw pictures of the life cycle
of butterfly

* Make caterpillars out of egg
cartons

* Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Fort Morgan”

* Project Learning Tree, “How
Plants Grow— Variation”



Focus is on

the kinds of

things in the
immediate

environment that are
natural and those that are
man-made. Students
should identify items in the
class and items they use at
home that are natural and
those that are produced. They
should relate natural products
to natural resources and the
need to conserve them. Relate
the survival needs of plants
and animals to conservation/
destruction of natural
resources. Students should be
able to determine what plants
and animals need to survive.

This Weeks Topic
What is natural and what can we
make?

Correlations with

Alabama Course of Study:
Social Studies:

Natural and produced resources

(3, 16, 26)

Science:
Survival of plants and animals

(8282 2.3 (7

Language Arts:
Learning about our natural
resources (13, 21)

Math:
Match plants and animals to their
survival needs (24)

Thought for the week

It’s a funny thing about life; if you

refuse to accept anything but the
best, you very often get it.

—SOMERSET MAUGHAM

Community Visitors and
Resources

Animal shelter worker to talk
about being a responsible pet
owner

Activities and Materials
o Alabama’s Environmental HY
Legacy K2, “Johnny
Appleseed: Friend of Trees”
* Match plants and animals to
their survival needs
* Video: Magic School Bus Goes
to Seed
* Project Learning Tree, “Living
with Fire—Variation”
* Video: Discovering Alabama,
“Cahaba River”



How do we affect the land?

" Teachers Notes (Use this page to write down your questions and

good ideas for this Unit):




D)
g \\.j

Focus is on
the immedi-
ate environ-

ment, and

what is in it. Students
should identify the tech-
nology used in the class-

room and school, and how it
makes their lives better/easier.
They should draw their class-
room environment and count
and graph things in the class-
room and the things they see
outside. Also count and graph
class activities inside and
outside.

This Weeks Topic

What is my environment?

Correlations with

Alabama Course of Study:

Social Studies:
Personal environment

(10, 13, 18)

Science:

What is technology? (285
2, 5/ 7 ) /0

Language Arts:

Drawing and describing our

environment (5, 9-10, 23)

Math:
Count and graph our class
activities (1-3, 7, 25)

Unit Checkpoints

Unit VI Key Question

How do we affect the Iand?

Journal time
Quiet reading time

Thought for the week

I will speak ill of no man and
speak all the good I know of
everybody.

—BEN FRANKLIN

Community Visitors and
Resources

Horticulturist to explain plants

Activities and Malerials

o Alabama’s Environmental
Legacy K-2, “Life in a
Fishbowl”

« Count and graph class activities

* School yard habitats, see
wwmw.nwf.org/ habitats/ school
yard/ activities/index. htm!

» Project WILD, “Classroom
Carrying Capacity”

Unit VI Key Experience

Visit park ranger, visit from a Native American, mayor

or councilman, or city planner
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